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To: Carolyn Thompson/R4/USEPA/US@EPA 
cc: Bill Bokey/R4/USEPA/US@EPA 

Subject: PCBs in fish near Rome GA 

Dear Carolyn, 

Would it help the package to use GA Dept. of Natural Resources data on PCBs in fish vintage 1989-early 
90's? I am visualizing a map of GA with bar graphs superimposed showing a blotch of high PCB levels 
surrounding the general area of Rome compared with lower PCB levels in the rest of the State. I refer to 
data in EPA's National Inventory of Contaminants in Sediments. Because fish can migrate and PCBs are 
so spread out, I think we would need a regional study of fish to tease out the signal from GE, if we were to 
collect our own data. If we were to collect our own data, it might be beneficial to look at the data we 
already have and use it to optimize our study design. 

Please see attached Excel file containing the data. The data show that fish PCB concentrations in the 
Coosa, Etowah, and Consauga Rivers are substantially higher than elsewhere in the state. The station in 
Tilton GA with high PCB hits, second only to Rome hits, is 33 miles NE of Rome on the same river system. 

Sharon 

NSLPCBfish.xls 

P.S. I will be out of the office this afternoon and Thursday and most all of next week. 

Sharon Thoms 
Life Scientist 
USEPA Region 4 
(404) 562-8666 
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